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 David Cameron Elementary School 

  Parent Advisory Council Newsletter 
ñSupport - Listen - Nurture - Adviseò  October 2011 

PRESIDENTôS PEN  
Have you ever found yourself saying to your spouse/partner: ñDonôt you remember?  I told you it was movie night at 

the kidsô school tonight a week ago,ò and they just stare at you with a lost expression on their face.  Even with all of 

todayôs technology-sharing information, even something as simple as a movie night at your childôs school can sometimes 

get lost. 

 Globally, our society has never been so connected.  Friends and families throughout the world are now able to stay in 

touch because of technical advancements.  Web pages allow people to quickly and easily find information and share it with 

their friends and family. Skype allows soldiers in the Middle East to see their family face to face, social media networks 

allow people fast and easy opportunities to catch up and/or stay connected at any time of day or night. 

 The DCPAC values the importance of communicating with parents/guardians, staff, teachers and administration.  Shar-

ing information and keeping the David Cameron community updated on all the activities, events, fundraisers and issues is 

incredibly important.  When a community collectively shares valid, current and important information, pertinent to its well-

being, then the individuals in that community are better able to support one another.  Itôs essential for parents to have the 

right information available to them so they can plan their week, month, year, not to mention, to be actively involved in their 

childôs school and to make informed decisions.  Effective and timely communication makes everything run smoothly.   Itôs 

much like in any community environment, whether itôs our workplace, at home, or at school.  Communication is the cor-

nerstone of successful involved communities.   

 This past September, the PAC had the opportunity to collaborate with Principal Collyer, Vice Principal Jarvis, and Ms. 

S. Johnston to ensure that the students at David Cameron continue to receive PAC run programs such as hot lunch, movie 

night and Gift Day.  Through verbal and email conversations, the DCPAC and these three individuals were able to secure 

the continuation of these programs at David Cameron.  As a result of their dedication to the DC students, families, and will-

ingness to listen, share information, and communicate, the students, parents, and staff can continue to participate and re-

ceive PAC funding for the programs and enhanced experiences our school has to offer.  This was accomplished because of 

quick and efficient communication. 

 Communication comes in many different forms.  One of the PACôs key communication tools is this monthly newsletter 

you are reading.  DCPAC uses this newsletter to share important and timely information with parents and guardians.   The 

DC community has been receiving this newsletter for over ten years. Our newsletter editor, Bonnie Doll, has been at the 

helm for 4 years.  Itôs just one avenue to share information about fundraising, family events, community information and 

community service announcements.  It is hoped that the newsletter helps parents stay in touch with what is happening at 

their childôs school.  Please take a careful read through this monthôs newsletter, as it has important articles on Emailing 

Communications, David Cameronôs 4th Annual Movie Night, the PAC budget, DC Pumpkin Carving Contest, and fundrais-

ing.   

 The DCPAC also communicates via our website, www.dcpac.ca .  Roger Whitson and Trish Burnett, the DCPAC Web-

masters, keep our website as up to date as possible.  If you need information regarding any PAC sponsored event/program 

it is on the web, including PAC program forms, etc. that you can download and print off if you wish.  For example, if you 

did not get a paper copy of a hot lunch form from your child or misplaced the form, you can get it from the DCPAC web-

site.  If you need to contact any PAC executive/coordinators their email address is also on the web.   

 Another place for DCPAC information and communication is the school entrance foyer where all current DCPAC no-

tices are displayed and made available to all who come to our school.  It is standard practice that all DCPAC notices are 

printed on bright goldenrod paper. 

 As communicated in last monthôs newsletter, the DCPAC is transitioning to email notices.  The goal is to send all no-

tices by email as soon as possible.  The DCPAC is very excited about this new communication tool because it will be 

quicker; get to you sooner, and on time.  No more notices getting lost in the backpack express.   

 Finally, in the very near future, students, parents, staff, teachers, administrators and visitors of David Cameron will 

also receive news about upcoming DC events/activities on our new school sign/message board which will be located by the 

parking lot entrance.  Keep an eye out for the arrival of our new message board this fall. 

 Effective, open and honest communication is the key to fostering involvement, engagement, and building communi-

ties.  No matter how  you like to communicate and share information, whether it is through talking, emailing, social net-

working or good old-fashioned hand-written notes, the key is to communicate with one another -keeping everyone óin the 

loopô.  Our school community is very fortunate to have so many forms of communication available to us.  

 

Sincerely,  Kim Campbell, DCPAC President 

(P.S. Remember to tell your spouse/partner, about our upcoming movie night on Friday, Oct 14/11.) 

http://www.dcpac.ca/
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PUMPKIN CARVING/DECO RATING DISPLAY ï MONDAY OCTOBER 31ST 

     
 
Hello David Cameron!!!  Itôs coming up to that time of year againé..our annual PUMPKING CARVING/
DECORATING DISPLAY which will be taking place on Monday October 31st!  It has always been so much fun 
to see the different ideas the kids come up withé..what wonderful imaginations! 
 
The way it works ï  
 

Every student who wishes to take part brings in a decorated pumpkin on the morning of Monday, October 
31st (before the first bell). The students bring them into the main foyer area, where we will have tables 
set up to display all the wonderful creations. 

 
Each student will have two name tags to go with their masterpiece - one to put on the table with their crea-

tion and one to put into a draw for a prize. (These slips will come home closer to the end of October, 
along with a note reminding students of when and where to bring their pumpkins.) 

 
Every participant will receive a small treat and the draw winners will each receive a bigger prize.  As well, 

there will be one primary draw winner and one intermediate draw winner.  
 

Then, at the end of the day the students can come back to the foyer and collect their pumpkins so that they 
have them for Halloween at home. 

 
**Please note: the pumpkins donôt have to be carved; they can be decorated in any manner!  In the past we 
have had students use decorative craft pumpkins and papier mache pumpkins so put on your imagination and 
crafty hatsé.this is going to be fun!!!! 
 
 
** We request that there be no regular candles in the pumpkins for obvious safety reasons, although you can 
use one of the battery -powered tea lights if you like.** 
 
Good luck!! We are looking forward to seeing all of our studentsô wonderfully ghoulish ideas! Happy planning! 

 

Christmas Gift Day is coming up  on December 9 (just over two months away!)  We are 
accepting donated items for this event, where children get to shop for their immediate 
family members.  If you have any good quality items that you want to donate, please 
bring them to the box in the foyer. 
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Pennies for PAC - Westshore Town Centre  
 

From October 1 - 31, we will be able to earn points for our school, simply by 
writing ñDavid Cameronò on the back of all receipts from mall stores, and  
depositing the receipts in a collection box at Centre Court, near Coles Books. 
$1 spent at any store in the mall equals 1 point, and the school earning the 
most points wins. (Remember that Best Buy, the Brick, the BC Liquor Store, 
M&M Meats, Oak Bay Bikes, the Odeon Theatres, etc. are all part of the mall 
too!  See the complete list of stores on the Mallôs website.) 

 

Plus, children can enter the Colouring Contest by completing the colouring sheet and returning it by  
October 31.  The colouring sheet can also be picked up at Coast Capital, or downloaded from the 
mallôs website at www.westshoretowncentre.com ï click on the ñEventsò page. Ten creative kids will 
win 25-hundred pennies from Coast Capital Savings!  Colouring sheets can be dropped off to Coast 
Capital Savings, or in the ballot box in the mall. 
 

Last year, our school won second prize ($1,000 and a $100 gift certificate to Coles Books).  Way to go 
David Cameron!! 

Purdy's Chocolates  
 

Purdy's Chocolates  
catalogues will be  
coming home soon. 
You will be able to order online with your credit 
card, or by using the catalogue order form with 
a cheque/cash.  The order deadline will be 
Wednesday, November 16th, and orders will 
be available during the first week of December. 
Look for the catalogues coming to a backpack 
near you soon. 

Entertainment Books  
 
All Entertainment Books should 
now be returned to the school. 
If you purchased more than the 

one sample book (in which case the sample book is 
yours to keep), we will be getting your purchased 
books to you as soon as possible through your chil-
dren's backpacks.  If you did not purchase a book, the 
sample book must be returned to the school.  These 
sample books are for reference only and are not 
free for you to keep .  Please contact  
fundraising@dcpac.ca with any questions. 

Safe Arrival  
 

The Safe Arrival program is now in place, and will be operational starting on Monday, October 3.  If 
your child is going to be absent from school, please call (250) 478-4363 and leave a message, any 
time, day or night.  (Note: Leave all messages BEFORE 9:00 am of the day your child will be away.) 
 
Questions?  Contact Carrie, our Safe Arrival Coordinator at safearrival@dcpac.ca 

http://www.westshoretowncentre.com/
mailto:fundraising@dcpac.ca
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Hillside Mall - Night Before Late Night Shopping  
 

Sunday, November 27, 2011 is Hillside Mall's 11th annual Night Before Late Night Shopping.  
Tickets are $5 each and can be purchased by filling out the order form below and returning it to 
the school.  
 
The evening includes great in-store bargains, tasty treats, live entertainment and the chance to 
win great prizes, including a family vacation for four to Disneyland! Entrance to the Mall for this 
event is for ticket holders only. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Hillside Shopping Tickets  

Order Form  
 

Studentôs Name:  ______________________________________ 
 

Teacherôs Name:  ___________________________ Grade:  _____ 
 

I would like ________ tickets @ $5 each for a total of $_________ 
 

**Make cheques payable to David Cameron PAC**  

Creo Hair Studio 

107 ï 2355 Millstream Rd.  

Victoria, BC 

V9B 3K5 

Ph:  250-478-4322 

 

Mention This Ad And Receive 10% Off 

Note:  PAC is collecting a complete list of  
e-mails so every notice from PAC can now 
be e-mailed instead of sent in paper form.  
So, even if you are already receiving this 
newsletter by e-mail, please be sure to fill in 
and return the yellow/orange notice from 
PAC with your e-mail and other information, 
if you have not already done so  -   or use 
the form included in this newsletter.  

DAVID CAMERON'S 4TH ANNUAL MOVIE NIGHT   

 

Come one, come all to David Cameron's 4th Annual Family Movie Night! 
 
Pack up the kids, with their pjs on (this is optional), grab a blanket and a pillow and head over to the 
school theatre (aka: the gym).  This is a great night for the David Cameron students to hang out and 
experience a fun night with their family and friends.   
 

Movie: Gnomeo and Juliet   
When: Friday October 14, 2011 

Where:  David Cameron gym  
Time:  Doors open at 6:00 pm; movie starts at 6:30 pm 

Admission:  FREE  
Popcorn:  $1.00 

Water: $1.00 
  
Just a quick reminder that parents/guardians must stay with their child(ren) during the movie. 
If you have any questions about movie night please feel free to contact Kim Campbell at 
president@dcpac.ca  

mailto:president@dcpac.ca
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David Cameron Parking Lot  
 

Just a quick reminder, that there are 320 students being dropped off and picked up at David Cam-
eron this year.  This means our parking lot can get very congested and hard to navigate.  There-
fore, for the safety of our students, parents, staff and visitors, please remember the following.   
 
 1. Students can be dropped off at 8:30 am, as there is supervision on the school  
  grounds.  This means less chaos in the parking lot at 8:40 am.  
 
 2. Students can be picked up until 3:00pm, as there is supervision on the school  
  grounds until then. 
 3. Respect the posted signs 

 4. The bus exit is for buses only 

 5. Park in the designated areas only 

 6. No parking on the sidewalks 

 7. Drive slowly and carefully 
 
Thank you for making the safety of our students paramount. 
  
Kim Campbell 
DCPAC President  

David Cameron Coffee House  
 

Need a coffee?  How about a free coffee?  Want to chat with other parents in a warm, 

comfy room (not in the cold parking lot), where your infants and toddlers are welcome to play 

freely?  Want to meet new friends at your childõs school? 

 

If one or all the above applies to you, come visit The David Cameron Coffee Hous e. 

 

When:  Friday, October 14, 2010  

 

Where: The DC Coffee House  is located in the Multipurpose room across from the office 

  and down the hall.  

 

Why: Because we all deserve a good cup of coffee and an  

 opportunity to meet new friends.  

 Our kids have; why not us?  

 

Time:   8:50 -10:15 am. 
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Thrifty Foods Smile Card Program  
 
We are registered once again for the Thrifty Foods Smile Cards program!  For those of 

you that still have your Smile Cards from previous years, please feel free to start using 

them again. You load your Smile Card with any dollar amount at the cashier using cash 

or credit card BEFORE your order is rung through, and then use your Smile Card to pay 

for your grocery order after itôs been rung through. Five percent of all purchases go to 

David Cameron PAC.  

 

If you donôt have your Smile Card from previous years, or are new to the program, please email us at  

fundraising@dcpac.ca to ask for a card, or fill out the form below. Be sure to ask for additional cards for other family 

members too. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

 

Student: __________________________________________ 

 

Teacher: __________________________________________ 

 

No. of Smile Cards requested: _______________________ 

 

Ongoing/Year -round Fundraisers  
 

Cobs Bread -  We are involved in Cobs Breadôs ñDough Raiser Programò at Millstream and Westshore 
locations.  Remember to say ñDavid Cameronò when you purchase your baked goods at either Cobs 
Bread location. 
 
Cobs Bread Millstream ðDough Raiser Extreme Program ðBetween October 
and  December, 2011, the Millstream Village location of Cobs Bread is offering area 
schools the chance to receive $1,000.  For every dollar spent at the Millstream Cobs 
Bread (just say David Cameron when you are at the till) our school will earn one 
point.  The first school to 1,000 points wins $1,000.  It's that easy.  Tell all friends 
and family members to say "It's for David Cameron school" when they make their purchase. Only one 
school will win the $1,000.  For the remaining participants, all money spent will go towards the regular 
5% dough raiser program. 
 
Co-Op -  Our membership number is 56855.  Mention our membership number, or just say ñDavid 
Cameronò when buying anything from the Co-Op.  
 
Campbellôs Soup -  Save all labels/UPCs from participating Campbellôs Soup products, 
including Goldfish crackers and V8 juices (see http://www.labelsforeducation.ca/english/
eligible.asp for a list of participating products).  
 
Island Farms -  Cut out the UPCs from all of your favourite Island Farms products and 
bring them to the school.  We receive 3¢ from every UPC saved.  
 
Canadian Tire -  We save Canadian Tire money and use it to cover some of our expenses for the Fun 
Fair.  

mailto:fundraising@dcpac.ca
http://www.labelsforeducation.ca/english/eligible.asp
http://www.labelsforeducation.ca/english/eligible.asp
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Approved Budget  
On September 20/11 the David Cameron Parentsô Advisory Council passed the following budget for the 2011-
2012 school year. Due to the generosity of the David Cameron parents/guardians, the students this year will be 
receiving some new MAC laptops, fantastic cultural experiences, new musical instruments, as well as $8000.00 
in field trip funding.  Thank you to all the David Cameron school community for your continuous financial support 
of our students.  If you have any questions regarding the passed budget please feel free to contact Kim Camp-
bell at president@dcpac.ca  

mailto:president@dcpac.ca

